
featL rr- inform asl<erl four people to project secorrdary eclucatiorr
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our schools ancl systenr

\ /here are we going?
. cil norr ur thcsc.\

\.' ,tt. . is r eomloLt trr'\ 
.r' \; ,.' 5rrt,l\ nr\,.1 lL\ul

\; $rr .".,1.' inr. rlrrYt!
lurur.'to suggcst l'ltcn prrbhe see-
(nal:if\ cdu(.ilrr)n ntiqht licarl

I st.rrt u rLh il Lcntr,ll prLrposltloit. thitT

itltcLcLc-r rrt hcrJ.:r'ho.rl cuhurr is

nrorc imporhnl than sehool anrl system
.lru\lur(. R(:lllr\ lili\ irr r,.enl Irnrc:

hlvr: t-tot alu.irl-s bcer-L unf,llolcd sueccss-

es firr lio'cLrtcLitn hr rvhjeh elnnqc
ouqht tt bc mcrsurcd rs thrt ol bcnclrt to

LIos, clo our pubhc sc.ondrry schools
lecrlitrtc thc tcrehcrs rrsir of providing
the currjculrrm to opcn ul) lifes possrbrl-

rtLcs Ior our y oungl
Pcrh.tps rvc irl,r not )'el qurte rclcheai

uttcr Perlccti(n jn our currcnt rrrilngc-
mcnts lor posl-pnmln'cduciition. L,ct Lls

mr.r{inc. for cxrmplc. the rdoption o1 r
ca)-L)pcrf,ti\,(' rrodcl of pLrnnurg ilmonfst
!)Llr srlrool: rncl collegrs rvhcre sehool.
ol) x dlstret or rc{ronf,l lrrsrs ;rrc i.Lllcd
rlpor to (lcvclop eon)plcmcntrrl' rorr
mulitv plus l'hrr h rllol' crch eclucr

lrorrrl rnstrtutron lo Llerclof eurlrLrlunr
cnrphascs u'rthout Lhr current rnsuhr.
Nrrslclul rincl ulLinrrtch self dclcrtruc
L:omprtttiYc nrocltl rlhlch cnrourf,grs
nr)t r]ruch rlorc th:ll.r :l se| ol eonflielin{
rrnrtrcs -fhc public educiltor lus r lerg

strLticDts. \\'c irn c1r, ( r)nstlltl.tlt()n 01 .tet 0tLtil

srthout thc p,rrotcehnrcs ,.Ceftainly the qUeSti6n Of accguI-ttability ,rlrrlrrl L. \rt ro rcr pl:l

":],,,l,,i::,:il,,1"u.;:',f']l 

wil, an! sho:jdl '?*11_ lr,?,i:_pl:vi;.ro1 i'l:,fi::]11 "" 'l :"'u"'
ir dt,cs 'or rdclress rl* of services is under assault across the l,],1,1,',1-,11,,,,,.",,'.,,'l',i:l'l
nrorc urgerl tlursriur of Wgstern world. Without accountability we 5ct f,s.txrsr .r lltliJr,rp Lrt

thc inttrn:rl eulturc oi CannOtSUryiVe." (onrIr: rlrl\'.Ic:s,
stllools :uld our sJ'slem. l]L.frrr(Lltr r.lil!{)[I i[t(l

rniqht nrLrst useirrllr'tr.rle l 1ri -cca(Dal.lt)
cclucrtron \\1111 rrrc thc cLlultttonrl rrilt
eonres lor thcsc gr.ups so unf(lutll c.ln
\\1- LL)fltltluC 1O SUpPr)il ,t pn)fe5\ ()1

i.rrlrl"rn. lrlfcr, r.tr,rt, . r,,.nt r.rl I r.'\ r.,,,r1

ol r as.urcc> ,ttrfrss olu s\':tfDt \\ l]1\ h lrf,s
r.lsllr urttrltt.Ll t.lucrlt,ril.rl ()ulrrrtra:rl
-[l(] :ounde51 lnrir:is ol orrl!rrlrlr5 l\[L:t
.rlso luLrli lt tlrr grLtslroir,'l rnlrtrt.,littrt
t:tl l,rrrltris IhL .trcrs rrl lloig'.,,r,a,1;t
rdcntrlicd need

Thc publrc r)\\'n our sehools rnd Lhcv

h.tvr',Lrt cn[illctlcr]I Io h.ive illr l(cJun[-
rrlrlity Iith rrc.lillnf AL Llrc rnLrnicrt lltc

popLlhst Llrf,tlaf hrlve il niurL)\\, 1r)cus
-Ihc qucstLot \\'irrt clo rvc rcrlll loou.
ebLrut go,rrl L|rrchrrrp Prf,rlir( and In\\'
mtght l'c slrrrc il arorLncll ls rt nl()tll
LLf{cltt ronslJcfitttori lliilt lr dtscLLsrton

rrouttrl ri'lr.tcl!rrLit seir,r,rl.

St]ntc rclLlitiLrrul 5u{!csli(I)s il()Llrr![
seconclur I :, lrotrl i:ultrr; r:
. Ilrc crrlt \'.Jrs !r1 luglr selrool rrrr the

ltrr)51 ltltPort-lrrL IeiI.-c ()l ir :Luclcrrt-'

sc!on.L.rf\ c.l|ctr \\ lrrlst tlrc llSt
il,brtr..ur lr, t:n{rqrrr{ lrtrl tlislr.L,1-
rng l)L{rrrsrtrurrlir.\r.rrr r rrrrrl 8.rrc
L)( (.r>l()nirll)' sll]l in rltcrlll()tLglit

. HSC .ts:cssncul l)r.rcti( r': llrtt f sr, .:,lt-
|e rqrrl \ rtlr r.xtcrrrill ion]|l LcsLug

ilnJ 5() fra()aCLrP; rtrri n"irrrrrv tlrc
tltrrrt .Lncl iillar.]tI()ll ()l (jilt Stlt(lalrts

thrt rt mrtirt lrc Lrrlch l(i ((rlrsr(l('r >
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cr rcsponsrbility lhan jllst onc'-s trlrr.
,urr.rrt '.h.',1. \\i l,.rrr ll[,r mr,.1'r.r r,'
othcr. Lcsscr s1'stems. The full; prolcs-

'ion..l 1'rrl'li. eJur rrlur ..r'r ir': ,r rL .l)' 'r'-l
hrlrll t,' rll of thc r hrlJrcrr ol thcrr , onr

mumtv an.i stetc
I rrl lr, .. lr, ol: ..rc .rb, dl ), |\rr;

ri.iloie, broircl connlrunltLcs rrnd. iLs pub-
lLe p|oude rs, ri e woulcl l)c wlsc tr) |l,Lll
our provislon to optinise Lhc nunrbcr ol
voungsters in our care rrnd to allo\\' stu-
dcnts tLr mrlie choices brsed on r blrnci
rrl prrcticrl :rncl thcorrticrl srih.;rets
TLcLL rrc uill hrlc l)ccorlrr r Lruc

Deprrtnent o1 fc'lucrtron rnd -lilnlu

.,nJ h.rr, 1'rorr.l.,l tltc I'rst* Iul ' lrn!Ll-
lum rhoiee grouncied n this s; nrhcsrs o1

linou,lcdgc.

Ccrtrrinly th. (lucslion of rci,ruut:ririli
t\' \ill. irn.l should, rcmarn. I'ublti pr,r-
vision of sen.icrs is under ;tssrttlt r. r,,ss

thc \\i'stern *,orld. Without rLre()Lrnt-

rrhilitl u'c arnnot survr\lc. lntcrestrnglv.
r cccnt pubiic quesliL)nlng ol tlrc \ isdrnr
()f pn\rlLlsirtiori lus ecntrcd orr tlre Yery'

ireli ol rr.ci'unrrLrllity (ancl qrrrlitl) ,rl

fr\',rlrscJ sen'iers. \\t nrr\ hrrle lcqish-
Il\'f rcqulrcmenrs in NS\\1 thl oblLgc:

thc ParlrrrmtnL tLr hc mf,dc rrir.rre ,rl Llrc

c.lrr..,tl,'n,rl I'Llf,'lm.rlr\.,,1 \.rll,,u\
groups o1 stLr(lants - Abongrnrl, rur:rl.
lon'-SEs. NESB .rnci others

I his is l'hcrt llrc lcr',rturl:rbilit., rssurr



metl)(rds of grciltcr schoctl-basccl. l.ro-
fessiorlil judgemcnt rhout l hr'Lt u'e

scnd into the Bt,rrd ol SLuchc:

. Tcaelrg l)crfl)rmmcc :rnd cllictencr-

nrust 1)a( ()r11c rt rnaloL issttc to bc [rrm-

lv rddrcsscd b,v thc mljor policv yrlrrl

crs il u'c re to s)stcmrticrllr. rddrcss

qLrrlrtl in cducrtion.
. lrorcssc_c ol qLralitv cotlll()l \\'hLch rcil

on renolc conlrc)l f,rc lutrlc. In r hrgir-

lv inmrririlc tr-rcirng scn'tcc. dcvolr ccl

anci oeersrirnrllY screnalipitrlls ]Ieche-

nisms [i,r rssessirtg mcr]t o[l)'f,t thc

point r'f rnor-cmcnt. misscs ihc bigger

pjctur c rnLl thc hr ger ncccl.

. Vrlue-rddccl chtr can onlr' hccomc a

rrse{trl tool m a clirnetc ol sane public

feature

tiiscr-rssion. trlrstworth)' mcthodolo!l)

rrntl rtn rdctlttltc rcscrrclr l.ase thrt

fc-cnscs on tlrc c:poncntirl imprtct of
.lr rrlr.ri l,r;, .rlrl.,ll(n.llt r oil l,llll!
uhr vonng pcoplc ,lcr lhc eotttst o{

tltcir seconclln schot,i r.cers.

. Cornprehcnsivcncss ls il mlrst ttsclul

( onlcmponn ldcrl bnsccl n()t srmPl,r

lr.i l.lrllrLIl.rl l,'rrr','l' 1","1,'tqtnt:.'
trLrn lnlt mlhcl on llrt neeil of studcnts

lo bc c,rpc.sed trr r brorci rltrgc ol lclrn

ug c\pclcnccs rnd to ir vlrtccl trrngc crl'

tcachcrs \'rth dLlfcrcttt personrLtties

rnd mcthodoiogtcs. r'ultLcs ancl bcltcfs

rganrst \hich Iotrng pcoplc lnr1" gro\\'

tc,I-arcLs thcit pclsonrl lr.lLLlrlt\i
. r\n)' proposrl rhont secondrn' rcor-

glnisrtion ought t() lrc mcrsttred

rg;rinst tlrc r(lilitrrixrr principlc of opti
rn;il lrcnclit. Hrr\-rtc Iltc ttcrlcst lrnnl-

1;cr of vorurg pcoplc t'llcrccl Llrr grclrl-

cst oLrporllLrrit\'l
. Lci Lls txlic cerc tlral Lltc sfcetrc ol tilt

tc.l , \\lilLll r,' ,1,'ntrrt rt.. III\ \r II 'r

r.llc rl"e. Ilol '\'llrlr tl r 1'1111' '

r,crrs rs I {illr it rnrghL. \\i' trcccl t,.

elltxv qurirtv lclclutrg pnrrtices ultrr lt

xre progremmxtic anti sylLrbrts-clrtvcrr

lltlrer thrur scclitrg lhc rugutits oi tltc
spccrnrcn l)Jpcf ot lrlst )cxrs lest 1L)

li\ [), ,'ur ' ] 1'c1'rnq 1r1 
r' l1L r'

N11' llnal sLt!,gcstlon lonrcs I ront

Ilrrtlr,,ll Dr.!lrt I'rrtr l!.lilrrn! Inl',
.,)nilil.lr , \l'!tr(ll,( .' r,l ltttlt., tilt,' ,'

pa-ssion

,)r tlro\f lctl rrp u'ith mil-
lcrnLLLrr rrtrlncss. lllc nc\l
nrrlcstr.n,: rs lt)lll ly tlfn
Llrc lrrrrlr (rr tlrc lrcli curlc
,rl tcrilrer:; rn NS\\'govcrn-

mcnt sclr,)(rls. norr lcelirnr';11 xgc +7.

rill lrrrvc .lriltctl t,' tlrc encl. il not r,,[{.

tlre qruPlr ltrrl,.tt 1o gl(rrl(Jtts ICtlt('-

rncIt l]u1 ,lrtlrlrctr r'1to 5l.uLed llrlilnts

srhi rrl tlrts lcilr \\ rll strll lrc ttr selrool.

llri'inq just rcrrt:lrcrl \crtt ll Thc qtrcs

ti()n I \\-rnl lLr lrliltt:ss is l'hrt school

u,ill hc lil.c nircr rnl gcllcliltion llits
rlonc bitl thc I'itrclergritcn ol 1990 lc
sirll tlrrrc. lnsl rlrLrrLt to llcc tirctr rdrtlt
hood rnct our :t r tcl)".s lttturc.

Thc lirst tirinl lo say is thc rush o[
prcss carll this lcrr .tbout class sizcs

seemed tcrdbiy out of touch wirh a

changing rvorlcl l-lrcrc is no doubl llnt
r'hss sizc rs xn irnl)()rlirnt lictor in thc

rlurlit1.irl c(lucilti()n itr r conventionrl
clilssroonl, Irul t lassro0ttts, sr:lrot,l dl)'s
rrnrl cvcn school l'ccks lrc rrpidlv
thmging l.c)ond tlrc onc clrss-onc
tcrcho. t).t)0- l.l() chv

Fvcn in trrdrtrtrnaL scuings in NS\V
scri0r sclrool :lllclents lrc bcing
tinrctrblcr'l on r l,,ur-dl' l'eck Whi.lc

Icrv govcrnnrnt schools hn'c gone rs

Lrr ls ont: non s\,stcrnic Clthcrlic col-
lcgc. rvhrch lr.ts a lJ-hout dry:tnci stx-

dav rvcr:li. thc slrrrpc oi schooling is

bcing trvrstccl rnd turnccl to diffirent
purposcs lncl oLrtcomcs.

I knon' sonrc n'ill scoff irt this obser

vation, llLlt it is nol rn acidcmic fanta-

sy. I hrve nvo ihildrcn (rrinc and l0
vcars olcl). Wirilc somc rspccts oI tlreir
sclrool drv is littlc chengcd fronr rvhen

I lvas in thcir shoc-.. otircts arc radically
changcd. \ly conccrn is thc r:xtent to

which schools rcc ognisc tiris end mcct

ci.rildrcns' ncrv nccds, interests, skills
and expcctations.

Edncation ls lrccomiug n limc, not r
space. Alrcxdy ir srgnificant nnntbcr ol

young pcoplc spencl nrorc timc on thc

web than in classrr.orrs.'Icachcrs find it
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hrrd to not onll compcte mth thc

enterteinment virluc of this altcrnative
but rlso ruith the immedircy and con-
rcml\,'rrn rlurlttr oI rhc inlu.rn.ttt,,tt
studcnts lre ablc to r.ierv ancVor clorm-
load. so much so thaL the notion of
tcachcrs as the rcposrtory of l<norvledgc
(irnrl trltt.s. ([() is lxst disrppcering

Er.en in school timc. students are tak-
rng far greater responsrbility lbr their
om lcarnrng, rvorking on contracts, at

independcnt learning centrcs, at col-
lcges of'|AFE, at \\'ork sites, and using

lT. Nleny days of the rvcck, my \tar I I
olkpring spends more trmc out o[ class

thln ur.

Teachcrs necd a differcnt prolcssional

pnvilcgc to marntain their relevancc as

thc authodty ovcr vaious parcels of
knorvlcdgc. l'cachers changing rolcs are

to hclp students find. understand,
analyse and rnanipulate knowlcdge in a

rvr\, lhrl counlers lhe stmpltstie rtrrcl

oftcn miscduertrvc clurlity ol much tirrrt

is delivcrcd elt:ctrontcrll\: Thcsc trrles

l.ill t:er n thc next gcnerittiorr of lcethers
high status rnd stxnding rs r profession

The other changc crecping uf) on sec-

ondary schools is the issue oI crcdcn
tials, qualifications, matriculation and

assessrncnt. ln 1010. schooling *'ill strli

ncccl to scnc social purposcs such :ts

sociel cquitl' antl justicc. equal gcncicr

opportunltics rnd srgnrlic.rntLy

impror.cd oLrtcomcs lor indrgcnous pco-

pic rnd peoplc of dilfcrent rthntc and

linguistic groups.

Horvcvcr. a singic instrfutron likc a

secondarl' school is unlble to dcliver

these ()Lltcomes - pf,rtly bccausc too

mr,rch has happcned bcfore studcnts gct

to seconclary school, ancl prrtly bccause

six yearc rt secondary school is not cnough

to re.ltcss >u, lr lrug, sr\. ru-L Lr)nonil\

rtttJ cultur.rl tmbalrn.t' In \,\ lr'l)
Lorlgcr-tern practices just mighL

Th.rr r- shr ,rcdcntr.rls ilrc (h.rnfrnt lo
bc multi-disciplinary as rvcll as cumula
tive. over timc and across institutions/
pror,iders. As indicated abovc. sec-

onc.h11, sehool is oceurring alreadl
across and l'ithrn dillercnt contcxts.

L)nc conscqucnce rs that students will
cornc t() dcsign thcir orvn currtculum.
pultlng lugcllrIr rnu, lr Irlic rr irg'.rrv
puz:le - a unrquc credential tlurt
rnvolves crcdits ancl coursc pattcrns rhat

artrculate between drfiercnt levcLs of

secondary and tertiarl- educatron.

More than that. tiris crcdential rvill

rcnrlin inconplctc, to lrr r-cgularll

upgracled rnd cxtcnclccl !n ir Lile-kng

proccss ol re slirLling rrrtl rcqueLlicrr-

tion. \\'hilc rn crrirli( lltlrout tnrrkct
wrll bc thc drivrng lorcc hchincl this

ch:ngc, thrs sccnarjo holds libcrrLing
possibilLtres lor t hc control future work-
ers coulcl havr or.er tirc structnrc of

tlrcrr cmploy'mcnt ancl'r'orking uccli.
Whnt thcsc srmples ,r[ sccondary

school lilc in tLc ncxt dccedc illLrstraLc

is hos, dccisnn-rnaking rhout cducr.
Ik)n caln n()t rest on r sct ol clrrgmas

lbda,v-s yorrng pcoph nrr: mon: inclivid-

ual and morc alivc tL) proiccting iuto lhr
future thar my gcncntion rvhcn mosl

things sccmcd ordcrly rnd rrroslly pcr

mancnt.
-fodal s lack of pcrmancncc makcs it

toughcr for I'oung pcoplc. lt llso mcans

thrt dogmas about cducation will
bccome irtc[cvant. partly becausc ol

their aloolncss, l;ut also bccluse thcy
havc hitherto bccn unablc to rcllcct thc
rcalLtres and practicalltics ol teaching

and schooling. lnd sholv no sign o[
doing so.

That mcans tcachcr cducation will
have to changt' too. lclchcr' ancl'learn-
er' s-ill bcctrmc slnonyms as thc grand

structlrre of l9th Ccntuw cducation
breaks rlorvn into I morc consummatc

vchrclc for rcrlisrng the caprbilities and

sprrLt o[ thc cless of .]0I0. TI[s ls nol

iust an imaginativc picturc. lhose
young pcoplc sit in front of us now.
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ir.r ntulticulturrlisnr. I bclitvc \\'c he\.e s1rnc.l producing
'rvorld eiti:ens' n orrr scho,rls rlther than p:irochiai inch

vjdurls uncomlortablc mLh divcrsiLy rrnd rurs'iLling ro

mor,c frr lrLrm thcir pl,rce of birLh. Thc process rs onl;'
bcgrnning buL rt hrs slrr tccl rnd rve musl re t:rlente tlls
clcvclopntcnt as the ;crrrs proccecl. Worliforcc mobrlrtr-
l'rll lrc utal to rhc cltvclopmcnt ol tltis e()ulrtt)'i1nci thc
u orlcl rt i:rge . t-uncnLl1.. nLh llv cxecptrons, Stete -

l)rsed .rcdctrtrris iaek rmprtt ovet Slrlc ltorders Thr
clcvcloptlcnl ol thc NrLronal Tianing Frencwrrrli shows

thrs batrier crn be renrovctl. For thc benclit ol studcnts
.rnd the eountrl rt Ls cssenlrll thirl
Lhis cbanqe rnflurnecs rll high
s,:hool t:rcdrntrals netionall;t Thc
xsscssment ol studenL perfor
mslfce ln outromcs terms shoulcl
hollrrLc thrs clcvclopmcnt.

Secondlr,, cspecnllf in country
rrcrs and dcclming city suburbs.
scconcirq schools. ut associrtion
u'rth othcr cclucrtion provrdcrs.

shortld trenslomr themsclvcs rnto
one-slof educrtron rnd training

" ... in country areas
and declining city

suburbs, secondary
schools, in association
with other education

providers, should
transform themselves

into one-stop education
and training centres.r'

.rnplonncnt srrvrecs. Iiospitril-lr.rsrd eorrrrsc)ling and

Vrrri(rus (rther eo|nmuntty supl)ot I .lgc]tcLcs. Ccrteinl,v,

sue ll l mi\tLlre is cuncntl,r' thc rcsironsibilitv trf St;rtr aurl

Frtlcrrl govcrnmcnls but euoltcution trr tatns of itmitl-
g:lmrtjoir rs cssentrrrl il anl ol lhese scmctrs ur to bir

rctlincd in r c1urlrt1, Lrr ur jn rrcrs rvith dccluln{ or strs-
nrnt popul.ttron 1)itttcms Lltsc rnr:rlgrm:rtitlrs rvill llstr
cnsurc lhirl Iift-long-lerrnrrrg irnd tltc Lcskt]lutrl oi Lhe

r,orklorcc rr rrutrrbcr trf tinics ilirnng tlrcrr n'orkrng t;rrcer
crn be dcrlt mth by.r nulLj slullecl trnr ol corrnscllors,
lcrrehers f,nd lrilincrs cl()sc 1o thcrr homr Sui:h , irrlms

ern be rnulti-r.rmpus lr forrr lf
Ileetss.rr), hril ui nnnv ul5e5 cuI-
rcnt sehorrl burldlngs rrc hall
emptv nd rvhcn eonbincd rvith
l.\ft 1,.. rlrtr. - u ' 'ulJ 1.1,'1 1.1p .,,,,1,

suflicjcnt ror)nr lor thcse cxprurdcil
ran\ttics iurLl scra,iets.

fhirell),, tlrc Lssue o1 rcreircr
iiccrcdltf,tion rrctrls t,r be atlclresscd

nrotr: tlrorouqlrl; so thrrL dcnraret

u(il dlsl)LLt.s clo n,rt irnst in thc
rnulLi sliilli:tL cJlnpllscs dcscribcd

illennrrrn .:henges proridc thc opponuni-
l\ l,,r Jr,.,rr!rS 1,,,1t,.'nt. :.rl\lt(S lr, 5er'

tltr enil rrl thc u'orlcl rrs rlc lqrrrrv rt and
,I- V I-eh;lngr rrgcnts to set:c the ()pportulr)t)' 1{)l

rdvrrnccmcnt ol rricrs t,Lsely, kcpt unilcr \\T:ips alt less

lrcnu iccl timcs trl tlrr t;rlenclrr

Wrth tlrcsr optrons ln mmd whcrc coul.l, or should,
sceorrdar)'cducrtion il) thrs Statc movc as thc ncrv rnrl
lenniun unIrldsl

FLrstly, I liclii:rt it :hould movc lorvnrils i1 national
modrl ol cducrtron irrrl tranrinq. l.iving thcrc I do, I sec

rn incrclsurg lcvcl ol rnobilit) n thr mining industry
ass()clrlc(l rVith eompoLrDcliDe Jis;idYrrntrgc for studcnts
rs tltfy moYc lrul St.ilr' lo Slale. curticulutrl stlllcfurc to
cru-rit:ulu[r slruclulr rnrl agc-brrscd cless groupings to

lL Il{'rnr,rn', 1'r- J,l.r-- Ali}uflng)
.,\s :r cotttttrl' rvitLr r rcrrsonll,ly suclrcsshll barliground

ccntrcs for thc \,holc populatron. lr'lrny secondary above EVr-n no\v. thc rssut ol lhe it]lcrlrll()t] ol 1AFE
sihools rtre dtclining in sLze rnd Liris process *rll eonLin' rurcl hiqh scho,rl lee.hcrs in NS\\/ .rs tk:1 jointll, ddrvcr
ue rrs thc dcnrogrlplrtc reahtics of the nc$' ccnlury, grtnd ()erlronJl llSC courses lirs r()1 bcelt \villiout lrs d]amas.
dr. The clnn.es of thest seho,rls oflcnng morc than r The rmpect of voertjonrl cduerlion rvjllun rlt cur,
maLginalisctl curriculutn rrrll be smrll. -l 

he drilt to lar3- ne ulrul is suLc t() gr()$, xs tl]e cclltul) ;rgts. 
-lir cnsurt thc

cr sehools u-ith brorder irnd tnore tticvrnt cumculunr bcst pcopir clelivcr ti1: bcst srrgtc l.J 61t \tudcnts ntuell
olicnngs uill il.eclerirtc. Ihc spiral u,rll opcnte rvith x'orlt nceds lo bc dont so llut rlrose rrrlr rl)profriilrr
ncrcrstng spced rs tlte .cntun'prsses. quahfic]tions calt m()vc lrerll throrrghcrrt tltc edueatjotr

lmmedtlte irttcntron shouid bc givcn to the pmvisron scenc $.lthout tlemercation rcducrng their ebihty trr
of onc educltional centrc in cach arta u'hich offers all the dclivcr rpproprraLe skills encl inlorrnrtion to t116 .I,"rtt
scn'ices cuncntly providccl by secondarl schooLs, TAFE. ri,ho nced thcm ar thc tlur:

y hope f{lr thc futLfie of
lrecond3ry educaticn ltes in
sl!rlcft fcc!sed schools in

w'f lich :tlr]oents Are ercorrr'
ilerld 1. tako air activLr iL)le in lheir own
edlcrl on. 

'l 
ire to l. of llre school is k)

feic litale the neeil:l of llrEr studert ir'r il
posili\/e enviror'rmeft.

What is nry concepl oi a strrdent-
focur:ed schooi'?
. Flexblllly rr strbiect (,,lrilce ancl

timelablne rs rrrstitLrtcd by thO

school, Instead of iilnrting the options
available to sllrdents as the 'revlsed'

l-]SC has done, we shoLrld erm to
constanlly broaden tire scope of
eduoation and cater for the needs o{

all stucients, This can be cione

thror,rgh schemes such as Joint
Secondary Schools TAFE and
Pathway programs which allow stu-
dents to accelerate or accrue individ-

Lral sulrlecl units towards their HSC,
. Extracurricular aclivities are encour-

aged and accrediteri by DET. These

arc recorded on S(Jrool Certificate
arld HSC report cards. These actrvi-

ties iue highly valued by students,
Dc[) rl '](1, d, J'r r\j '1, 1l 1^1 1'LrcL.

for example, afe actvtres which will

keeLl slriclenls vrewlrg schools as

fun, enrichrng places to be. Tlle
learning which takes pace through
these i'rctivites is rich anci vaned.

. An innovative apprcach to clrscrpline

and welfare is promoted. I believe a
strong link needs to be acknowiedged
betlveen th-. way dlscipilne is adminis-
tered at schooi and the way studerlts
will view lhe st hou. All sruoenrs
accept discipline as necessary and
should be consulied in the fornration of
discipline policles. Those students who
are oJten disciplined should be pre-

cisely the students involved in this dls-
CiSSOn. I' e Pr6StgqrS trS 1a' ease,
to Eet the successful, weli-behaved
sludents onto SRCs. Llnfortunately,
rrany school executives frave veto

rights in SRC elections to ensLrre any
student witlr poor grades or behaviouf
al problerns cannot senre Student
ieadership ln schools changes and
develops students. Essenlia11y, SRCs
and other -such bodies allo\ry stud€nts
10 question ther place wilhin the
school conrmuniiy. f,"4any {perhaps
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most) stLrdcnts view the|nselves as
bound into a system of rules a|d
restrictions, Therefore many befraviour-

al problems at school are a forfil of
rebellion. This frustration needs to be
channelled into something construc-
tive, thus changing the way students
vrew themselves in this educational
framework. Through giving students
credit fof being problem solvers, lead'
ers, questioners and generally abie
human beings, a dignity is restored to
them, Students with behavioural prob

lems should be given power to change
their environment inlo one ir whlclr
they feel an impoftant and valued
mernber. We carr make stt,ldents feel

inrpodant arld valued by alloviing frc;e-

dom and change. By incorporatrng lhe
suggestions and vaiues o{ students
rfrto the strlrcture of tbe sclrool, the
executive can work wrth students

ralf er tiran aaliltn:r1 lfrcn-t.
o Dynarnlc and cxplostv-. civlcsi edr'

catron courses are implemented
frorr Years 7-10. 

-ihe 
notion of civics

ealrcation is inr:redilrly excrting,
Slrcjents (1.1 clreslL)r thc lrociefyw€)
livi: n anii cio lrave a con(ropt of
thcnrser['l's i]s cll lJns. l lowevei,
thrs noticn oi citiz(xrsirip seeilrs tn
ile a diilerer rt crinrccpt to tiral v,/lricrh

our paronls qeniiriltiorr ltCrldS. lO
I nerf)y tcenalers, experiences of the
State f raver |lot beer'r posrtive ancj

thelr view of so(-riety re{locts thrs. I

believe a clvcs educaticn course
should teach stl.riients about the
structures in place for tfre govern-

ment of our cofilmunity but also
allow stucJenls lo declde for thern-
selves aboJl 1r1gil rel,jlionsir:p wth
the State. h shofi, a conservaiive
civics education course Vvrll have a
negative eifect, Civics education is a
chance to debate lrow ouT commu-
nity iun.lions, how it should function
and tire powers anci positions we
hold within sooiely can be redeflned
not as a source of authonly, but a
mirlke(tace oi ideas struggling for
power. | l)elieve this to be a cor]cept
stu(lelrts !\/iil relate to 6nd be
inspirtlr'l by Stuclerrts thefeiore
shouki irlay a largc pilrt in the devel'
opment 01 the cunicuLm, sO i1 will

be relevarrt.
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