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the 'war on drugs' reveal worrying aspects of modem Thai politics that cannot 
be overlooked if one wants to understand 'contemporary Thailand. 

The entries on the royal family echo the biased view of the monarchy por- 
trayed in the Thai media and historiography. Nowhere do we find information 
on the political role that the king and queen have played in recent Thai his- 
tory. No mention is made of the partnership between the palace and a series 
of corrupt military-led regimes during the 1960s and 1970s. The fact that the 
king supported increasingly brutal counterinsurgency operations against an 
exaggerated communist threat during this period is not mentioned either. 
Is it true that Sirikit, as queen of Thailand, 'has acted with dedication and 
character', as the authors claim? Are these the words of scholars, or is this 
royalist propaganda? Do we need to know about the queen's many awards for 
her humanitarian work? Or would it be more interesting to learn about her 
personal connections to the village scouts, a mass rural patriotic fascist-style 
organization whose members swore personal allegiance to the royal family? 

Choices, to repeat, must inevitably be made. But this volume shows a clear 
lack of the kind of knowledge of Thai history that goes beyond the nationalist1 
royalist discourse that is fed to the Thai people. Any student using this book 
must be warned: the Historical dictionary of Thailand must be treated with cau- 
tion. For in-depth knowledge, students are advised to look somewhere else. 
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Ryuto Shimada was in the first batch of young scholars trained in the TANAP 
(Towards a New Age of Partnership) program that the Dutch National Archive 
and Leiden University set up in commemoration of the four hundredth 
anniversary of the creation of the Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC, 
Dutch East India Company) in 1602 and the two hundredth anniversary of its 
demise in 1800. TANAP has trained PhD candidates from ten countries along 
the Indian Ocean rim and in East Asia, stretching from South Africa to Japan, 
where the VOC was active. These scholars make use of the extensive VOC 
archives in The Hague. 

Shimada completed his thesis after eight years of research and published it 








